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I. Through the countless events of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s life, His writings were astoundingly influenced among his background and his beliefs

II.  Emerson’s extreme thrives to be an individualistic, independent and scholarly man is obviously expressed in his writings.

a. Began career as Unitarian minister later went on as independent man of letters (source 2).

b. Read many 100s of volumes in several diff. Languages (source 2).

c. Look within and find only ourselves-pride next to atheism (source 2). 

d. Not reject the Unitarian faith; he rather transformed it (source 2).

e. Transcendentalists wanted to infuse naturalistic religion, individual (source 4).

f. Ideas of individual and self-reliance moved Unitarianism to corp. experience and traditional worship to emphasis on individual worship (source 4).

III. The tragedy of Emerson’s family losses impacted his writings through the years by the importance of religion in his life and through thought.

a. Eight years old when father died-impact on him-forced him to leave concord (source 1).

b. The passing of three brothers and first wife-because of his personal troubles-spent most days in busy pursuit of ideas (source 1).

c. Emerson was considered first Renaissance man of Amer. (source 1).

d. Aunt Mary-dominant influence of his youth/childhood (source 2).

e. In her openness in natural religion, transcendental sensibility (source 2).

IV. Through Emerson’s unique beliefs, he transformed his own beliefs and expressed them throughout his work.

a. He took the spirit of independence and adapted a working philosophy of life (source 1).

b. Believed power of thought and will, in inspiration, in miracle, in individual culture (source 1).

c. Knowledge came though poetry and art rather than logic (source 1).

d. Unitarianism-final harmony of all souls with god (source 5).

e. Human reason and experience should be final authority in determining spiritual truth (source 1 and 5)

f. Religion-one to change mind, optimism is understood through a fruit of a long and hard personal struggle (source 2)

V. Emerson’s father influenced him through his education and through his eventful life.

a. Harvard at age fourteen-thrive for knowledge-push to start (source 2).

b. Eight years old when father died-reason to change ideas-open to (contradict) (source 1).

c. Prized education, learning and culture-father plus past family. Were Unitarians-minister (source 1).

d. Father had drawn his congregation with him into Unitarianism (source 1).

VI. Emerson’s determination, drive and persevering character motivated his fresh ideas and greatly influenced his works.

a. He (amer.) must withstand the demands of society… ion own philosophical feet (source 1).

b. The American must always be “manthinking” (source 1).

c. Self-reliance is the ability, in higher moments of faith, to affirm… (source 3).

d. Did not reject rather he transformed it (source 3).

e. Finding god through nature and natural experiences (source 4).

VII. Throughout Emerson’s eventful life, his philosophies were greatly influences and produced due to several components and his expressed works will forever be commemorated.

